
Starting on Thursday, October 1st, the
Library will be celebrating individuality
and being different with the famous
raccoon, Jimothy. Jimothy sprang to
stardom after he was first filmed in
Seattle in July of 2026, with his distinctive
compact, round body shape, likely due to
short spine syndrome, which is a rare
congenital condition. In honor of Jimothy,
the Library will be hosting a free raffle
with Jimothy-related items complete with
his very own trash can! It is one entry per
person, per visit. We will announce the
winner on Thursday, October 29th. Good
luck!
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A Generous Community Makes A
Generous Library

The people of Appomattox have
always been at the heart of this Library.
Your support and generosity make it
possible for us to reach beyond our walls,
and this fall and winter we will once again
be partnering with local organizations
that serve individuals and families in
need.

One of the easiest ways to make a
difference is through the Jamerson
Library Free Food Pantry, located in our
main foyer. Every item donated goes
directly to a neighbor right here in our
community. Simply drop off non-
perishable food at the front desk or hand
it to any Library staff member.
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Items that are especially helpful include
shelf-stable milk, cereal, oatmeal, pasta
and sauce, macaroni and cheese, rice,
meal-in-a-bag kits, soups, and canned
tuna, chicken, or ham. These are the
staples that help families put warm, filling
meals on the table during the colder
months.

Thank you for helping us keep the
pantry stocked and for showing, once
again, what makes Appomattox such a
caring place to call home.

For recipes for “Meal in a Bag” kits,
please visit our website at www.jrjml.org
and click on “Think Beyond the Can”.

J Robert Jamerson Memorial Library

Coming in November!

On Tuesday, November 10th, the
Elves for the Elders Christmas tree
ornaments will arrive. Select an
ornament off the tree and provide a local
senior citizen with a very Merry
Christmas. Each ornament will
represent a local elder neighbor in need
and their wish list. You do not have to
buy everything off the list, and it is just a
suggested list. You can purchase
whatever your heart tells you to. If you
do not wish to select an ornament, but
wish to participate, you can donate an
item (or two) so that ornaments that
were not selected or returned can get
gifts for Christmas.

Coming in November!

J Robert Jamerson Memorial Library

http://www.jrjml.org/
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Introducing Voices of Appomattox: A 

Collaborative Youth-led CommUnity Project 

 

Insights From Amy McDuffie,  

Teen Reporter  

 

When you think of Appomattox, what comes to mind first? Some 

might say the deep agricultural roots or historical significance. But 

for Voices of Appomattox, we think of our neighbors above all 

else. Appomattox has always been centered around community and 

building relationships. Our goal is simple. We want to strengthen 

local bonds and uplift our close-knit town. 

The best way to bring Appomattox closer together is to first find out the dreams and aspirations of its 

people. We have been asking fellow citizens for their opinions on how to strengthen our community. A 

vast majority of interviewees have expressed a longing for a stronger connection with nature, while others 

wish that Appomattox had more opportunities for the youth, such as internships, apprenticeships, and 

educational support. Using this feedback, our group of volunteers is currently planning an event centered 

around nature, social bonding, and youth empowerment.  

Voices of Appomattox is an all-volunteer group of community members. The majority of our founding 

members are from the Appomattox High School drama team. These young leaders are steadfast and 

determined to make their community stronger. They have been working around the clock, starting by 

asking family, friends, and neighbors about their visions for Appomattox and moving on to interviewing 

people at local churches and library. The youth have expressed so much love and support for this project, 

and we don't plan on letting their hard work go to waste. They are committed to bringing the dreams they 

have heard to life in the coming months. 

While our youth are driving the effort, Wendy McCaig has aided them through the community listening 

process. McCaig started working in community cultivation in 2003 before founding the non-profit, 

Embrace Communities, in 2005. She has coached churches, health organizations, and schools in building 

brighter and healthier connections. Alongside McCaig, many wonderful adults in Appomattox have also 

volunteered to assist us in achieving our goals. They have worked side by side with the students to make 

sure all of the dreams are made visible and help the students find the threads that unite our community. 

We want everyone in Appomattox to have a say in the future of our community. By joining Voices of 

Appomattox, every single person, no matter how young or how old, can help us shape the future of 

Appomattox and its citizens. We hope that you will pitch in and help us bring our community to its full 

potential. 

 

A Summary of Learnings and Next Steps:  

Over the summer, students interviewed and documented the gifts and dreams of over 100 community 

members. When asked, “If you could do anything to strengthen Appomattox?”  The top response was to 

cultivate greater belonging and acceptance of all. The second most common response among adults 

was to support youth by providing opportunities for them to grow and be engaged in the community. 

However, among the youth, the interest was in helping to care for the earth.  

 



All those who participated felt that bridging the divide between the younger generation and the more 

seasoned community members should be a priority. To discover the interests of the community, the 

students asked this question: “What do you enjoy doing in your spare time?”  The graph below captures 

what the students discovered. With this information to guide them,  they are setting out to make this 

dream of greater commUNITY a reality this fall. 

 

 

 

Their first community event, Trash Talk, will be hosted at Abbitt Park, on Oct.18th 3:00-5:00. The event 

will include a community clean-up along with other beautification efforts. If you are a community 

member or community organization and would like to get involved in this or future activities, please 

follow Voices of Appomattox on Facebook (Facebook.com/voicesofappomattox) and Instagram 

(Instagram.com/voicesofappomattox) or email us at voicesofappomattox@gmail.com. 

 

Voices of Appomattox would like to thank those who supported their summer listening project by 

providing space and hosting conversations: 

• J Robert Jamerson Memorial Library 

• Appomattox United Methodist Church 

• Embrace Communities  

• Holliday Lake State Park 

• St. Annes Episcopal Church  

• Appomattox for Equality 

• Grace Hill Baptist Church  

• The Beautiful Kingdom Builders  

http://facebook.com/voicesofappomattox
http://instagram.com/voicesofappomattox
mailto:voicesofappomattox@gmail.com
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